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countries was caused by the unfortunate Daily Telegraph
affair. The Kaiser had allowed an English friend to sum-
marize a confidential talk in which the Kaiser refuted the
idea that he was hostile to England. The English were
"mad, mad as March hares," he had said, to suspect the
German navy, which was simply to protect German com-
merce and not to attack England. The Kaiser was the
friend of England. He wished to restrain the German
people, whose prevailing sentiment was not friendly to
England. But the English suspicions and Press attacks
made his task of preserving peace difficult. As proof of
his friendly attitude in the past, he -recalled that during
the Boer War he had refused to join Prance and Russia in
putting pressure on England in favor of the Boers; on the
contrary, he had even sent Queen Victoria a plan of cam-
paign for use against the Boers. The Kaiser sent the manu-
script of this summary to Blilow at his summer home at
Nordeney on the shore of the North Sea, and Blilow, with-
out studying it, sent it to the Foreign Office for examination
and comment. * But here an official, supposing that it had
received Bulow's approval, allowed it to go out, and it was
published in the London Daily Telegraph on October 28,
1908.137
The Kaiser had hoped the article would disarm Eng-
land's suspicions and improve the relations between the two
countries. It had precisely the opposite effect. It caused
a storm of newspaper attacks on both sides of the North
Sea, many of which were directed against himself person-
ally. The English doubted his sincerity; they ridiculed and
resented the idea that any advice of his had helped them
win the Boer War; but they noted as ominous his admission
that the prevailing sentiment in Germany was unfriendly
i»7 Reprinted in G.P., XXTV, 170-174; for the details of this incred-
ible mistake and the storm which the article raised 'in both Germany
and England, see ibid., pp. 167-210.

